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SHERTSHUTS_:- From the Industry Floor

~ Coalition of mold, tool, and die o
makers takes on the auto industry

- in Washington, DC

he Morth American Automotive Tooling
Coalition (NAATC) went to Washing-

| ton,DCon April 27 1o meet with the Federal

g”'r‘{'l'”lll{"l'lllh Jﬁl.l.".l]“'lnll'v'{'
Task Force at the U.S. Trea-
sury. The groups discussed
issues eritical to the survival
ot the meld, wol, and die in-
dustries, including the impact
of implementation of “rea-
sonable commercial payment
terns” on tooling orders; im-
plementation of a “safe pas-
sage” mechanism to ensure
OEM ool proceeds navigate
tinancially challenged Tier Ones through wo
the Tier Two tool manufacturers; the impact
of OEM or major Tier One Chapter 11 filings
on tooling purchasing commitments, both
existing and future; and strategies and work-
ing groups directed to reduce OEM tooling
acquisition costs and to develop manufactur-
ng innovation.

David Markowitz, a representanve of the
Task Force, made it clear i the meeting that
the Automotive Task Force does not want w
get into the administration of the relationship

between Tier One and Two suppliers, and
has given the “rooling reins” to the OEMs.
He also noted that as far as the business rela-
tionship between Tier Ones
and their Tier Two suppliers,
that is a relationship each ool
manufacturer must work on
individually.

The NAATC's focus in
the meeting was on payment
terms to the mold, tool, and |
die makers. According to
the coalition's standpoint, if
the Federl govermment be-
came the lender of last resort,
it should have the ability to influence the
termis of any public funding being provided
to the OEMs; and the terms suggested by
the coalition would ensure that payments
flow down to smaller tool shops in a “nor-
mal, commercially acceprable tme frame”
tor work completed and shipped. However,
the meeting failed to reach this objective
and, according to the NAATC, the Task
Force had no interest in becoming involved
in these types of transactions. (Full story at
plasticstoday, com farticles /naate )= CG

Moldmaker invests more
machining centers

pecializing in midsized, mechanically complex

molds, Industrial Molds Group (Rockford, IL;
www.industrialmolds.com) has invested more
than 51 million in three new high-speed machin-
ing centers. The company started in 1368 and is
now providing new product development assis-
tance, part and mold design, mold sampling and
qualification, and flow analysis using Moldflow's
Mold Advisor from its 42,000-ft" facility. The new
machinas will strangthen the 150 9001:2000-cer-
tified company's high-speed machining opera-
tions, helping to create intricate molds for a vari-
ety of applications, including fluid management
systems, fuel and engine components, and con-
sumer products.
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than a million in new

Two of the machines are from Makino—a
V89 and 556. The HSK100 V99 vertical machin-
ing center has a spindle speed of 13,000 rpm
with rapid traverse and cutting feedrate of 787
infmin, making it ideal for quickly roughing and
finishing hardened steel cores or cavities for
workpieces up to 4.4 tons, The 556 has the stiff-
ness and rigidity required for hard-cutting ap-
plications, with a speedy 1574 infmin feedrate
necessary for high surface quality in demanding
mold applications,

Specifically designed to handle large-capacity
vertical machining, the third addition is a Hurco
VMXE4, complete with 24-station automatic tool
changer, 50-taper spindle, and a redesigned -
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